
PROGRAM NOTES 

by Pam Davis, Assistant Concertmaster 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791) 

Overture to The Abduction from the Seraglio, K. 384 (1782) 

 

   Having just left the employ, or slavery, as he put it, of the Archbishop of Salzburg, Mozart was 

in love with Constanze, whom he would soon marry. The comic opera, The Abduction from the 

Seraglio, was his first public triumph in Vienna. 

   In the movie Amadeus, the tone-deaf emperor criticized Mozart: "Too many notes. Just cut a 

few and it will be perfect," referring to this opera, which he had commissioned from the 26-year-

old. The plot was popular subject matter for the time dealing with virtuous women being rescued 

from a Turkish harem.  

   As in Don Giovanni, the overture was composed without an ending, to flow right into the first 

vocal selection, so a concert version was later completed by Johann Andre. This fast-paced 

overture opens with rousing percussion in a ‘Turkish’ style that would later be copied, using 

timpani, triangle, cymbals, and bass drum. “I doubt if anyone could fall asleep during it, even if 

he hadn’t slept a wink the night before,” Mozart wrote. 

 

♪ WORLD EVENTS:  Britain signs agreement recognizing US independence, bald eagle 

chosen as U.S. Emblem, Niccolo Paganini born 

♪ FIRST PERFORMANCE: July 16, 1782, Vienna 

♪ MOST RECENT SSO PERFORMANCE: February 2007, Ron Spigelman conducting 

 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791) 

Piano Concerto No. 21 in C Major, K. 467 (1785) 

 

   At the peak of Mozart’s popularity as a pianist and composer, his father Leopold came to check 

up on him. He witnessed in amazement the frenetic pace of social and musical engagements that 

Mozart and his new wife (whom his father had opposed) were maintaining.  

   This work was written quickly on the heels of, or even overlapping with, the composition of 

his stormiest concerto, the D minor, K. 466, which was completed and performed only four 

weeks earlier. 

   The density of the first movement might be said to mirror the frenzy of Mozart’s life, were it 

not for the music’s impeccable organization and poise. It is much more than a pianist’s display 

piece; it is a big symphonic movement. In fact, the soloist never really plays the opening theme; 

it is reserved for the orchestra. The second movement is operatic and spans the emotional gamut, 

opening with its plaintive theme in muted violins. Used in the 1960’s film, Elvira Madigan, it 

has reached a wider audience and it remains one of Mozart’s most profound movements. 

Following this soaring music, the third movement brings us back to earth with a spirited and 

light rondo. 

 



♪ WORLD EVENTS:  John James Audubon born, the dollar established as U.S. monetary 

unit, Robert Burns pens To a Mouse 

♪ FIRST PERFORMANCE: March 10, 1785, Vienna, the composer as soloist 

♪ MOST RECENT SSO PERFORMANCE: January 2008, Ann Polonsky, soloist, Ron 

Spigelman, conductor 

 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791) 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, K. 525 (1787)  

 

   Arguably one of the most beloved and surely one of the most recognizable pieces of classical 

music, Eine Kleine Nachmusik’s origins remain a mystery. ‘A little night music’ is the direct 

translation from the German, but in Mozart’s day, Nachtmusik indicated a serenade. Normally 

this sort of serenade was intended for a social occasion, but there is no record of such an event. 

Written in the middle of composing Don Giovanni, it was not published until after Mozart’s 

death, sold in a lot by his widow for needed cash.  

   Today we know the work with four movements, although originally Mozart listed five: an 

additional minuet has been lost. The instrumentation is for string quartet and added bass but is 

typically played by string orchestras. The size of the ensemble would have been determined by 

the available forces at the time. 

   The opening Allegro has been heard in many iterations of pop culture, from a Mario Brothers 

video game to the movie Alien. In it, the simple opening theme propels the music forward. The 

Romanze consists of very free lyrical variations on its tender opening strain. The existing Minuet 

is charming in its brevity and simplicity, with a graceful trio section. The final Rondo 

movement’s skipping refrain is also memorable; it is high-spirited with undertones of darker 

chromatic expression. 

 

♪ WORLD EVENTS: Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni premieres, Constitutional Convention 

takes place in Philadelphia, Delaware becomes the first state to ratify the Constitution 

♪ FIRST PERFORMANCE: unknown 

♪ MOST RECENT SSO PERFORMANCE: December 1956, Chester Moffatt conducting 

  

 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791) 

Symphony No. 29 in A Major, K. 201 (1774) 

 

   Tonight’s works were all written in the span of 13 years, and this symphony was completed 

when Mozart was only 18. It was composed shortly after returning to Salzburg from a trip with 

his father to Vienna seeking a court appointment. No job resulted from the trip, but Mozart had 

the opportunity to absorb great Viennese music.  

   Opening softly with the first violins stating sequentially rising fragments of theme, beginning 

with a descending octave, the motive is repeated more urgently an octave higher and joined by 

the rest of the small orchestra. The lilting second theme is also introduced by the first violins, 

followed by a tiny development leading back to a restatement of the opening themes.  



   The andante movement is a delicate and lovely serenade with muted violins taking the lead, 

characterized by ornamentation prevalent at the time. The strings remain muted until the final 

phrase. Beethoven is foreshadowed in the vigor of the dotted rhythms and sudden fortissimos in 

the crisp menuetto. The lyric trio section provides a strong contrast to this vitality.  

   The energetic finale’s first theme shares the downward octave with the first movement. This 

movement contains a dramatic development section which nevertheless takes on a light, almost 

dancelike quality. 

   

♪ WORLD EVENTS:  first Continental Congress convenes in Virginia, Louis XVI ascends 

to the French throne, Joseph Priestly credited with discovery of oxygen 

♪ FIRST PERFORMANCE:  unknown 

♪ MOST RECENT SSO PERFORMANCE: March 1950, James Robertson conducting 

 

 
 
 
 

 


